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State Library of Queensland (SLQ) 

Working in partnership with Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Island Shire Councils 

To establish and sustain Indigenous 

Knowledge Centres (IKCs) 

 

  



INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE CENTRES 
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INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE 

CENTRES (IKCs) 
Empower communities through new 

technologies, literacy and learning. 

Embrace local knowledge, culture and 

heritage. 

Share experiences from a long, rich and 

dynamic culture…keeping culture strong for 

generations. 

 





IDEAS BOX IN QUEENSLAND 

2015 Mapoon 

2016 Kowanyama 

Cairns 

Townsville 

Brisbane 



SUMMARY OF  

IMPLEMENTATION 
• External Funding; 

• Partnership Agreements; 

• Target groups; 

• Benefits; 

• Challenges; 

• Mitigation strategies; and 

• Legacy. 
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EXAMPLES OF USAGE WITHIN THE 

IDEAS BOX 

 • Digital - online training, app games 

• Cinema - movie nights 

• Library – books, cds, dvds, magazines 

• Media - gps, video cameras, kareoke 

machine  







 

KOWANYAMA 

 



 

KOWANYAMA 

 



SUCCESSES 
 

• A place for people to meet, learn, create and play; 

• Evoked the idea of having a library service and its value 

to the community; 

• Provided a service to the community where they would 

normally have to drive into town for….; 

• Access to different format of a library collection eg. 

ebooks, compared to current collection in the school; 

• The opportunity for services to use resources to assist 

with their programs and clients, 



SUMMARY OF SLQ’S INDEPENDENT 

EVALUATION REPORT 

Learning & Challenges 
  

• Community engagement; 

• Community-level staff support and development; 

• Project planning; 

• Project time-frames; 

 

 





Future Sites 

• Will be determined by an EOI process 

developed in conjunction with LWB and 

SLQ. 







Lesley Acres 

Indigenous Library Services 

Regional Access & Public Libraries 

State Library of Queensland 

Lesley.acres@slq.qld.gov. 

Mb: 0488 405 567. 
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