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SITE



NATURAL BEAUTY

PHOTO BY SHANTANU STARICK



OCULUS
HISTORY, SPIRITUALITY + SERENITY 

PHOTO BY SHANTANU STARICK



OCULUS
SIMPLICITY

PHOTO BY SHANTANU STARICK



OCULUS
REFLECTION

PHOTO BY SHANTANU STARICK



OCULUS
COMFORT / WARMTH

PHOTO BY SHANTANU STARICK



The most sustainable building 

is often one we do not have to 

build.



GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY LEARNING COMMONS 
2014

PLACES FOR PEOPLE
OVERALL CEFPI / A4LE WINNER 2014

AIA COMMENDATION

CHOICE, SERENDIPITY + EXPERIMENTATION



We are in the business of 

conversations. 

Conversations spark creativity + 

realise best value.



HUMAN CENTRED



Create places of soul + joy. This 

heightens the likelihood of 

engaging meaningfully with 

people.



CONNECTIVITY + OUTREACH



AN ENABLER FOR DISCUSSION



EXPRESS UNITY, WHOLENESS + COMMUNITY IN A PHYSICAL FORM

PLACE MAKING
ENVELOPING
ECOLOGICAL GARDEN
CITY TERRACE
EXISTING TREES
PARTNERING
DESTINATION



AN ‘ARENA OF LEARNING’ – BEACON FOR BANYO

ATTRIBUTES
PURE
SIMPLE
PERMEABLE
MEMORABLE



ARCHWAYS..GREENERY..VIEWS..ARENAS…FRINGES…TRANSITIONS…COMFORT



‘Exteriority is not architecture.  Interiority is not architecture.
Architecture exists in how interiority + exteriority are connected.’

Sou Fujimoto, Primitive Future

‘World is made for dualities.’
‘I love gardens. Gardens do not reject people’. 35cm increments

SOUL + SIMPLICITY



‘To live in a house is akin to living in a tree.
There are many branches and each is a pleasant place to be.’

Sou Fujimoto, Primitive Future

Half-ness is scaled for humans‘Totality formed by interrelationships’. Interplay

HALF-NESS



A deeply considered concept 

saves time. A rushed 

stakeholder process will only 

bite + disappoint.



COMMITMENT - OF ACU FOR ACU







UNITY, WHOLENESS 

+ COMMUNITY



STAKEHOLDER TRENDS



Constructively challenge masterplans. 

Good masterplans are agile 

frameworks, not blueprints.



ContextMASTERPLAN APPRAISAL



4,000 6,000 10,000

???????????



Stage visions to retain project 

control. Do not promise what 

you can't deliver.



STAGING + COMMUNICATION

STAGE 1 $31.2M 6000 SQ.M STAGE 2 EXISTING LIBRARY REFURBISHMENT
STAGE 3 ECOLOGICAL COURTYARD GARDEN 

1

2
3



PROGRAM

02     OCULUS

01     INNOVATIVE LEARNING SPACE

G       SEMINARS

-01    COLLOCATION OF STAFF

-02 PLANT / SERVICE DOCK

LEARNING COMMONS

QUIET / SILENT STUDY

UNITY



MERCY LANE – SENSORY EXPERIENCES



-01

MERCY LANE

ECOLOGICAL GARDEN



The future is exciting + uncertain. 

Plan + construct your library to 

enable future change.



LEARNING COMMONS

G

2 x 35P SEMINAR ROOMS (80P)

1 x 150P CONFERENCE ROOM



OCULUS

QUIET / SILENT STUDY

L01

INNOVATIVE LEARNING SPACE



L02

OCULUS 200P
PARTNERING + EVENT SPACE



DESIGN CONCEPT

MULTIPLE APPROACHES 



PURITY



OCULUS
MATERIALITY



Timetabling + utilisation mapping highlights 

demands but responses need to avoid 

predictability + monotony. Embrace pedagogical 

needs through choice + innovation.



DETAILED COLLABORATION



3no. 80 PERSON SPACES



1  9  27  54  81 162
AGILITY



INFORMED BY STUDENT CONSULTATION



FORMAL + INFORMAL



54
9 27 160

5
80

INFINITE COMBINATIONS



SOCIALISATION (RCP)



Design to support semester change 

+ the diverse needs of 

socialisation + study.



HOLY TRINITY INSPIRED LEARNING SETTINGS











MERCY LANE ARCHES

QUIET ROOMS

SILENT STUDY



Enable the staging of events that support 

sharing + enterprise. Unite such places 

with the wider community + beauty.



OCULUS EXPERIENTIAL WORKSHOP





ELEVATION OF PEOPLE









Dare to be different + embrace 

pedagogical needs through 

choice + innovation.



BEYOND DEMAND



AFFINITY – OF ACU FOR ACU



MEMORABLE EVENTS



Remember that a magical place 

also needs to be a 

functional space.



MEMORABLE EVENTS

OF ACU, FOR ACU


