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3 November 1981 
We are delighted to 
announce the birth of 
ABN – Australia’s 
national resource 
sharing network. 
Thank you to all 
involved in this 
momentous occasion. 



 

“By early 1975 the National Library was 

anxious to emulate or exceed the 

success of the OCLC network in the 

United States by establishing an online 

system . . .  that could not be 

challenged as Australia’s only shared 

cataloguing network”          

 

 

The Australian Bibliographic Network: A Survey of its First Decade  



 

“ABN has the potential to be far 

more than this and it could 

ultimately provide the framework 

with which a large range of co-

operative and resource sharing 

activities can flourish “ 

 

 

 

ABN Forward Plan 1983 



 

We came to catalogue …  

we stayed to do more 

 

 
 

 



http://www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/about/ 



State & Territory Libraries 

Special Libraries 

University Libraries 
Public Libraries 

School Libraries 
TAFE Libraries 



Impact of the cloud  
on  
the Australian cloud  

• WMS - WorldShare Management Services (OCLC) 

17 Australian libraries migrated to WMS 

New data contribution flow to Libraries Australia 

 

WMS           WorldCat             CBS (Libraries Australia) 

 

 

• Alma libraries (Ex Libris) 

20 Australian libraries migrated to Alma 

New ‘publishing’ / synchronisation process with 
Libraries Australia.   

Now working to establish single publishing profile for 
Alma libraries in Australia 

Alma                CBS (Libraries Australia)  

 [under construction] 



http://www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/about/ 



What would you like to 
learn about your 

collection? 

I need information to 
help me downsize my 

library collection 

Can I identify the 
Australian content in 

my collection? 



http://www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/about/ 



 

If it looks like a 
cloud,  

and acts like a 
cloud …. 



http://www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/about/ 



http://www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/about/ 



Since 1981 
we have 
been building 
our 
Australian 
cloud 


