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“It is highly desirable that the system that 
enables teachers to plan lessons or units 
of work online also enables them to 
seamlessly discover resources from a 
local educational repository or from 
school library collections”

(Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs)
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Australian school libraries want 
metadata about how resources support 

the curriculum 

• “Resources linked to the Australian 
Curriculum” – most desirable of a range of 
possible SCIS services (Kennedy, 2013)

• “Aligning Australian Curriculum with 
existing resources” – highest rated 
objective (Softlink Australia, 2015)



Australian school libraries need help 
supporting the Australian Curriculum

Kennedy, C. (2013). School library collections survey 2013. Connections, 88, pp. 10-11, viewed 18 May 2016, 
http://www2.curriculum.edu.au/scis/connections/issue_88_2014/articles/school_library_collections_survey_2013.html

http://www2.curriculum.edu.au/scis/connections/issue_88_2014/articles/school_library_collections_survey_2013.html


• Asserting a connection between an 
informational or instructional resource and 
an outcome specified in formal curricula

• Use of the resource per se will result in 
improvement on assessments designed to 
measure performance on the outcome

Resource Alignment



• Resource-driven
• Metadata-driven
• Evaluator-driven
 Cataloguers
 SME teams
 Crowd-sourced

Methods of Resource 
Alignment

Chadwick, B 2016b, ‘When MARC consumed ScOT: A tale of linked educational metadata’, 
Paper presented at VALA 2016 Conference, Melbourne, Australia, 2016



A proof of concept…



The Survey
• Online survey
• Feb-Mar 2016
• N=586
• Representative of Australian 

schools
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Resource Alignment is 
most desired by :

Libraries staffed by teacher 
librarians
Curriculum-engaged libraries
School sector
School level

Chadwick, B 2016a, ‘Curriculum-Engaged School Libraries and Teacher Librarians Value 
Curriculum-Alignment of Resources’, Paper presented at International Association of 
School Librarianship Conference, Tokyo, Japan, 2016. 



Curriculum-engaged Libraries: 
Libraries supporting the curriculum

• “Supporting and enhancing educational goals as 
outlined in the school’s mission and curriculum” 

(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 2016)

• “…provide materials that will enrich and support 
the curriculum, taking into consideration the 
varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of 
the pupils served”

(Australian School Library Association [ASLA], 2014)



Library Engagement: 
What are libraries already trying?
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• Perceived benefits of resource alignment
• Barriers 
• Considerations around implementation
• Curriculum priorities
• Who and how to do it?
• Do TLs or curriculum-engaged schools 

differ in their opinions?

A role for SCIS?



Factors
Item/Scale Details

Library Engagement 8 item scale

Teacher librarian Y/N

Outcomes
Scale Details
Perceived value of alignment 4 items
Intention and barriers 4 items
Implementation issues 8 items
Curriculum priorities 9 learning areas; 7 GCs; 3 CCPs
Alignment practices 4 items
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Perceived value of alignment 
Teacher Librarians
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Intention and barriers
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Implementation issues (%)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Known or
authoritative

sources of
alignment

Alignments in
suitable learning
areas or subjects

Alignments in
suitable year

levels

The inclusion of
alignments to

curriculum
frameworks

other than the
Australian

Curriculum (for
example, NSW

Syllabus)

Alignments can
be found or

viewed in the
local library
catalogue

Sufficient
amount of

alignments for
records in the
local collection

Alignments to
free digital

content

Accurate and
well-applied
alignments



Implementation issues (%)
Teacher Librarians
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Implementation issues (%)
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Curriculum Priorities
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Curriculum Priorities
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Alignment practices
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Alignment practices
Teacher Librarians
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Alignment practices
Engagement
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Next Steps
• Trial alignment data in schools

• Focus on digital content
• English, Science, HASS, Literacy, Numeracy
• High Engagement school
• Does circulation go up?
• Directly to staff? Curated lists? In the catalogue?

• Trial tagging tool
• Usability
• Uptake – by whom?

• Integration with other alignment methodologies
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